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A Guide to Setouchi City.
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Setouchi; the city of people and nature where happiness is palpable.
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Overview of Setouchi City
Setouchi City has been expanding due
to the location of an excellent suburban
housing environment and businesses in
the bordering Okayama City.

With beautiful natural landscapes of
verdant hills and the |orgesf yochf

harbor in western Japan, there is a blos-

soming of interaction among people for
the city attracts many tourists.
As well as agriculture, coastal fishery

and fish farming for oysters are thriving.
Through the ages, Setouchi has flour-

ished as a civilized city with diverse
history and cultural resources.
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| A beautiful moment gently enveloped by a fresh breeze.
Poetry of uplifting nature filled with sunshine.
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with the beauty of nature. The sunrise over
the Seto Inland Sea archipelago and the
oyster beds, known as the “Sunrise over Seto
(Mushiage Seto no Akebono), are counted
as one of the 100 best sunrises in Japan,
and the sunset known as the “Sunset of
Ushimado” , which cloaks the Seto Inland Sea
archipelago in crimson red, is recognized
as one of the 100 best sunsets of Japan.
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The moment you become one with the breeze in the benevolence of nature.
You realize the pureness of the soul in the ripples of the sea and the sunshine streaming through leaves.
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The memories of the breeze gently tell the tales of people’s lives and loves.
The tales prove that they are forever beautiful, noble and venerable.
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Romance of Setouchi
Setouchi City has produced many great

artists. Among them is painter Yumeji Take-
hisa. His works exude the sense of grace-

ful calm and elegance, like the gentle
breeze over the sea of Setonai.
Puppeteer Kinosuke Takeda gave new life

to traditional puppets by exercising inge-
nuity on the materials used, while incorpo-

rating the knowledge and technology of
mechanical engineering into the puppets.
Painter Toku Satake was strongly drawn to
the red earth and olive trees when he
visited Ushimado, and produced work in
his studio called “Akayane” set within an
olive grove.
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Hear the fervent breaths of the people.
The fiery winds of the soul blow across the land and flames.
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Heian period. Steel was transported from
upstream to Osafune where San’ yodo crosses
with Yoshii River to produce swords of globally
renowned sophistication and beauty, and the
region boasted outstanding swordsmithing skills
and output up to the end of Muromachi period.
Even today, swordsmiths and sword-polishers
are keeping up the tradition on a daily basis.
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Since ancient times, people have listened to the winds that blow across the land.
We are also enveloped by the same winds from times past.
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Setouchi History
Kishima shell mound on Kishima Island — a smalll

island in Ushimado Bay — is an important site,

which tells the story of the Holocene glacial
retreat in the Seto Inland Sea. A lot of Yayoi
earthenware has been excavated in Kadota shell
mound, and they serve as criteria for the early
and late Yayoi period for the coastal region of
the Seto Inland Sea. Pit dwellings of the late
Yayoi period were also excavated, proving that
the coastal region of the Seto Inland Sea was a
major seftlement.

A lot of soft earthenware has also been discovered,
which indicates the links with the Korean Peninsula.

The largest clusters of Sue and Okuko ware kilns
in the Chugoku and Shikoku regions can be
found across Setouchi and Blzen cities with
approximately 150 kilns.
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Hear the footsteps and laughter from days gone past.

People in days gone past made the most of life, enveloped by the breeze.
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Setouchi History

The scrolls by Ippen Shonin depict many merchants
se||ing textile, rice, fish and Bizen ware in “the markets
of Fukuoka” , and samurais, men and women who flock
to the city, telling the story of how the city bustled with
activity in those days.

Yokeiji Temple is an ancient femple of the Tendai sect
built in the Nara period.

Koboiji Temple is a temple of the Koyasan Shingon sect,
built in the Nara period. The statue of Amitabha by
Kaikei in Tojuin Temple from the Kamakura period and
the Five Dhyani Buddhas in Henmyoin Temple from the
late Heian Period are both important cultural assets of
Japan.

Honreniji Temple is a venerable temple of the Hokke sect
of the period of the North and South dynasties. The
main temp|e, central gates and the hall of the guardicn
deities are all important cultural assets of Japan.
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II. Realizing a safe, secure and comfortable living

We are creating a city with provisions for disasters for living life with

T

a sense of security, less crime and attractive living environment by
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which serve as the

improving our roads and water systems,

infrastructure for civil life.
IV. Creating vibrant industries and an attractive tourist city
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V.Realizing an autonomous city, advanced through cooperation
between city residents and the municipal government
We are creating a city that responds to the varied needs of our
residents by working together with them in a close relationship of
trust as we share wisdom and information.
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